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Awesome God
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When our lives are focused on God, awe and wonder lead us to worship God, filling our inner being with a fullness we would never have thought possible. Awe prepares the way in us for the power of God to transform us, and this transformation of our inner attitudes can only take place when awe leads us in turn to wonder, admiration, reverence, surrender and obedience toward God.

—James Houston, The Transforming Power of Prayer

***

This Day Is a Gift

This beautiful day is a gift of love

That’s given to us from God above. 

With twenty-four hours of time to use

In ways God is hoping we’ll wisely choose. 

So why not ask God for both guidance and grace? 

Let God set the standards as well as the pace. 

Then when the day’s over, we’ll find we’ve been blessed 

With all that we needed in choosing what’s best!

—Peggy Ferrell

***

Special dates

• Labor Day, September 3, 2007

• National Grandparents Day, September 9, 2007 

• Patriot Day (remembrance of Sept. 11), September 11, 2007

• National Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15-October 15, 2007

• First Day of Autumn, September 23, 2007

***

Preparation for worship

Holy God, draw near to us that we may know with certainty that we are in your loving presence.

***

Giver of life, may this time with you be a period of assurance that we belong to you.

***

Almighty and loving God, we come as your children and pray for a sense of your nearness.

***

Merciful God, assure us of your grace, and encourage us as we worship and prepare to serve you with faithfulness.

***

Loving God, we are grateful for this time of worship and the opportunity to draw closer to you and to one another.

***

Words of welcome

(Feel free to use these in your worship bulletins.)

On this Labor Day weekend, we welcome all who have come to worship. Let us choose to be workers together on behalf of God and to be blessings for others.

***

We gather to worship the King of glory. We welcome all who have come. Your presence will help enhance the joy of our time spent with our Lord.

***

The author of Psalm 13 wrote: “I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me” (v. 6, NRSV). We welcome you as we, too, sing to the Lord because of his goodness to us.

***

We come to exult in God’s glory and loving kindness. Please know that you are important to us, and we welcome you here in the name of Christ.

***

Visitors to our worship service are always welcome. May this time of praising God and learning of his plan for our lives be helpful to one and all.

***

• Autumn is a second spring where every leaf is a flower.

—Albert Camus

• Many things I have tried to grasp and have lost. That which I have placed in God’s hands, I still have.

—Martin Luther

• The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies: probably because they are generally the same people.

—G.K. Chesterton

***

+ Christian Symbols + 
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Grapes


Grapes are most often associated with the sacrament of Holy Communion. They also symbolize the fruitfulness of Christian life. Many Bible stories, including “Exploring Canaan” (Numbers 13), mention grapes.

***

Americans, we have a problem!


About 65 percent of American adults and 30 percent of American children are overweight. Junk food, big portions and sedentary lifestyles are having consequences for our God-given bodies. Obesity can lead to diabetes, heart disease, stroke and even certain cancers. Many of us are digging our graves with our teeth. 


Even those of us who bear the name of Christ struggle with what we eat and how often we exercise. We would do well to remember what St. Paul taught about the human body: “The body is meant … for the Lord, and the Lord for the body” (1 Corinthians 6:13, NRSV). Paul asked the Corinthian Christians: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God?” (v. 19).


As hard as it may be, we owe it to the Lord to have bodies that are in the best condition possible. After all, they’re temples of the Holy Spirit.


Take some steps toward a healthier diet by reducing portion sizes and avoiding unhealthy fats. Then get yourself — and your family — moving in fun physical activities that are good for both the body and the soul!

—Charles Ferrell

***

Double duty


When the church custodian quit, the pastor asked the organist if she would be able to also clean the church sanctuary.


The organist replied, “Do you mean that now I have to mind my keys and pews?”

***

Surprised by grace


Austrian composer Franz Schubert (1797-1828) was deeply pious, and much of his music stirs people to pray.


In a letter written to his father after he finished a soul-touching hymn, Schubert said that at times devotion involuntarily overpowered him. It was then, he wrote, that “the piety I give voice to is genuine and deeply felt.”


What Schubert felt was God’s prevenient grace. This theological term refers to God’s touching a person and revealing his love even before the person calls upon him. God’s grace (unmerited love) sometimes is bestowed on a person in a sudden and indescribable way even though the person isn’t praying. It is God’s loving touch. It is God’s love, which may come to us at any time or in any place.

***

Lay off on Labor Day 


Pope Benedict XVI would appreciate our Labor Day holiday. Recently, while addressing a large audience, the Pope warned against working too hard. It is “bad for the spirit,” he said.


He quoted the 12th-century writings of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, who spoke of “the dangers of an excessive activity, whatever the … office held, because many occupations lead to a hardening of the heart.”


Whatever our work, we must take at least one day each week to rest. For most people, this will be the Lord’s Day, the Christian sabbath. As the Bible says: “Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work ….” (Exodus 20:8-10, NRSV).

***

Compelled to do more


As an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer, Aimee helped poor, disenfranchised people fulfill basic needs. She felt good about her work, yet she wanted to be able to talk to her clients about God. Of course, government regulations prevented that.


Aimee enrolled in seminary so she could witness her faith and have denominational support while working in difficult places.


In a seminary newsletter, Aimee told how her life was being enriched by the knowledge and experiences there. The school was challenging her, supporting her and blessing her with the opportunity for spiritual, academic and emotional growth.


Such dedicated young people deserve our prayers, encouragement and, if possible, financial support. May their numbers increase!

***

Remembering 9/11/01


Dear Lord, loving Creator of us all, we remember with great sadness those whose lives were taken on September 11, 2001. We hold up to you the victims’ families that they may know, despite their pain, that they can find solace in your loving presence. Help them bring their hurting hearts to you, realizing that your everlasting arms can bear them up and that they cannot be separated from your abiding love.


Please assure us that even though we cannot understand such horrible deeds, you can bring good out of evil, justice out of injustice and righteousness out of unrighteousness.


Therefore, confessing our human weaknesses, our grief and our struggles to make sense out of this world, we cry out with the psalmist: “Rise up, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; do not forget the oppressed” (Psalm 10:12, NRSV). Strengthen our hearts, this day and every day. Amen.

***

Walk for others


Ever heard of a CROP Walk? Every fall and spring, thousands of Christians in about 2,000 communities walk to help victims of weather disasters, epidemics or poverty. (CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.)


Last year, participants who were sponsored by churches, individuals, service clubs, etc. raised almost $92 million. As a result, workers went to 80 countries to provide shelter, food, care and support to many people. 


CROP Walks are sponsored by Church World Service, an organization founded in 1946 by 35 Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican denominations. At the time, many desperate people were suffering due to World War II and the subsequent Cold War. Many were refugees — homeless and trapped by poverty. 


For more information about participating in or supporting a CROP Walk, visit www.churchworldservice.org/CROP/.

***

Poem for laborers

Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime

And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time.

Let us, then, be up and doing,

With a heart for any fate;

Still achieving, still pursuing,

Learn to labor and to wait.

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow from “A Psalm of Life” 

***

Bible Quiz
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The Bible mentions mountains numerous times. Three mountains are listed in the first column below. In the second column are the names of three people, each of whom was on a mountain. Draw a line from the mountain to the man associated with it.


1. Mount Sinai
A. Elijah


2. Horeb

B. Jesus


3. Mount of Olives
C. Moses


The correct answers are found in Luke 22:39; Exodus 19:20; and 1 Kings 19:8. 

Answers: 1. C., 2. A., 3. B. 

***

Teaching giving


According to a survey conducted by a company called Christian Research, Christians who were taught the importance of giving gave 26% more to their local church than people who hadn’t received such teaching. They also gave nine times more to charity than the average householder did.


Bill Gates, one of the world’s wealthiest men, learned to give from his parents. They taught him by their example of being generous to church and community needs. Now that Bill and his wife, Melinda, have traveled the world learning of the hurts, sickness and poverty of fellow humans, they work steadfastly to provide aid and hope. By their examples, other people are learning the importance of giving. 


But you don’t have to be a billionaire to give generously and cheerfully. What are some ways you can give — and, in doing so, teach others about giving?
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