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In Memory of 

Thomas (Tom) William Ambrose 

 

December 5, 1950 -  

September 17, 2007 

 

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so I would 

have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for your.  

And if I go and prepare a place for you.  I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  You 

know the way to the place where I am going. 

 

John 14 2-4 

 

*** 

Tom’s Team 
Please join Tom‟s Team and Step Out to Fight Diabetes 

October 13, 2007 at Micro Technology, Godwin Drive, 

Manassas.  Available route(s) is 3.1 miles. The Walk begins at 

10:30 am. Registrations start at 9:00 am.  Online registration is 

available at www.diabetes.org or call Jan Womer or Ginny 

Lewis. 

 

Special dates 

 

• Columbus Day Observance, October 8, 2007 

• Step Out to fight diabetes, October 13, 2007 

•Reformation Sunday, October 28, 2007 

• Reformation Day, October 31, 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs your spiritual yield? 

 

In a sermon, Arizona pastor Jane Tews said: “I sometimes 

imagine what it would be like if the nightly TV news included 

a kind of Dow Jones report on the spiritual yield. The 

announcer might say, for instance, „Well, friends, kindness was 

up an eighth today, but greed rose by 2 percent. Lust was down 

a half point in slow trading, and justice showed no change. 

Patience reached a new high — closing at 72. Love had a 

narrow gain to 49 percent, but peace plummeted when 

investors panicked.‟” 

 

Tews then added that God‟s kingdom isn‟t measured that way. 

Instead, it‟s apparent when human need is met, when justice is 

strengthened, when evil is reversed and when people in 

bondage are freed. The kingdom becomes a reality when there 

is reconciliation among enemies, when false pride is 

eliminated and when guilt is lifted.  

 

“When a troubled soul searching for identity and meaning 

takes the risk of faith and accepts Christ as Lord and Savior, 

that‟s when the kingdom appears,” Tews said. 

 

 

Preparation for worship 

 

Dear God, your greatness is beyond our comprehension. We 

come before you with reverence, awe and humility. 

 

*** 

God of all, your love is unfailing, and we humbly approach 

you with our deepest gratitude. Help us worship you with 

sincerity and integrity. 

 

*** 

Lord, the revelation of your grace, even though we have been 

unworthy of it, compels us to approach you with humility and 

appreciation. Accept our worship and our love. 

 

*** 

We cannot adequately describe the wonders of your goodness 

toward us, dear Lord. Enable us to rightly pray and glorify you 

with all our being. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.diabetes.org/
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Words of welcome 

We extend a kind welcome to all who are present. May your 

attendance at this worship service be a wonderful blessing. We 

invite you to inquire about our church‟s activities and 

ministries. 

 

*** 

It is gratifying to us that you all have come to worship our 

loving Creator. Please plan on worshiping here regularly. Let 

us know if we can answer any questions for you. 

 

It is with warmth and joy that we welcome all who have come 

to worship. May this be a time of encouragement and 

inspiration to you all.   Blessings! 

 

*** 

 

We cordially welcome all who worship with us today. With 

joyful hearts let us approach God and share kindness toward 

one another. 

 

*** 

• Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for 

us, we have to see it as something done by us. 

—John Stott 

 

• To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to 

be alive without breathing. 

—Martin Luther 

 

• The greater perfection a soul aspires after, the more 

dependent it is upon divine grace. 

   —Brother Lawrence 

 

• God gave us life. What we do with it reveals our attitude 

toward the Giver. 

—Charles Ferrell 

 

 

 

24-7-365 

 

God‟s presence in Christians‟ lives can be summed up in these 

numbers: 24-7-365. It‟s not a very complex code to crack. The 

God revealed through Christ‟s sacrifice is a 24-hours-a-day, 7-

days-a-week, 365-days-a-year God. No timeouts, no halftime 

breaks. God is present for us and with us every moment of 

every day of our lives.  God can be a 24-7-365 God because 

Jesus was a one-time Savior. Jesus‟ sacrifice was once and for 

all.  It doesn‟t need to be endlessly repeated.   Praise God that 

his Son‟s one act of complete obedience gives us true peace of 

mind 24-7-365! 

 

Big dreams 

 

During lunch, a group of Christians noticed that their young 

waiter was particularly helpful and kind. His service was so 

adept that one diner asked if he was working to achieve some 

future goal elsewhere. The waiter responded that he was 

preparing to be a missionary.  “Where?” someone asked.   “In 

Africa, I hope,” he answered.  “And if that doesn‟t work out, 

what then?” another diner asked.  “I just want to live for God,” 

he said. “I want to live so as to put a smile on God‟s face.” 

 

*** 

 

+ Christian Symbols + 

Seven-Pointed Star 

 

 
 

The seven-pointed star symbolizes the seven gifts of the Holy 

Spirit described in Isaiah 11:2-3: 

 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  His delight shall be in the 

fear of the Lord (NRSV). 

 

The seven-pointed star also represents the seven days of 

creation. 
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The Comforter is here 

Six-year-old Becky was asked to take the trash outside after 

dark. Dutifully, she started on the mission but quickly returned 

without completing the task because she heard frightening 

noises. Becky asked her dad, San Diego pastor Jim Standiford, 

to accompany her on her job.  Jim put aside his reading 

material, and off they went. As they made their way on the 

sidewalk, their feet crunched dried leaves, making loud noises. 

Becky then said something her father has never forgotten.  

 

Feeling confident and brave with her father as her companion, 

she said, “Daddy, it‟s not scary to hear noises in the darkness 

when someone is with you.”  When you‟re afraid, remember 

that the Comforter, God‟s Holy Spirit, is as near as a prayer. 

That‟s what the psalmist affirmed when he wrote, “Yea,  

 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me” (Psalm 23:4, KJV). 

 

Setting a good example 

 

Some friends gathered after the funeral of a dear, saintly man. 

They all knew how dedicated he was to God, his church and 

his family.  The group started talking about the deceased 

man‟s spiritual life — and specifically his prayer life. The 

man‟s son-in-law shared how important prayer was in his own 

life. He felt the need to regularly give thanks and seek God‟s 

guidance in his daily decisions.  The son-in-law added that he 

made it a point to put his young son to bed at least once a 

week. He always knelt by the boy‟s bed and prayed loud 

enough for his son to hear. He did so, he said, because he 

wanted his son to know that his father believed in God and 

spoke to him.  Even though the boy‟s grandfather was no 

longer alive, his godly example was having a lasting impact on 

his family — an impact that will touch future generations for 

years to come.   “These commandments that I give you today 

are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. 

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up” 

(Deuteronomy 6:6-7, NIV). 

 

*** 

 

Giving and receiving 

 

An unbeliever once asked Christian poet Gerard Manley 

Hopkins how he himself could come to believe in God. 

Hopkins answered with two words: “Give alms!”  What did 

Hopkins mean?  Perhaps he was saying that if people love  

enough to help God‟s suffering children, they‟ll be opening 

their soul to God, too.  Paul told the Corinthian Christians 

“God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7, NRSV) and 

that “You will be enriched in every way for your great 

generosity” (v. 11).  People who give of themselves and their 

resources often feel blessed beyond description. They sense 

that they are doing God‟s will and reaping the reward of his 

presence and blessings. One man, known for his giving, said 

he would not consider cutting back on his generosity. Doing 

so, he felt, would also stop the flow of blessings God was 

bestowing on him. 

 

The miracle of Godõs grace 

 

R.G. LeTourneau dropped out of school at age 14 and became 

a mechanic. He lived a shallow life “in the ways of the world,” 

he said.   LeTourneau‟s devout parents prayed for him daily, 

and eventually he was challenged to live for the Lord. “There 

was no bolt of lightning, no flash of awareness,” he said. “I 

just prayed to the Lord to save me, and then I was aware of 

another presence.”   When LeTourneau achieved phenomenal 

business success, he gave 90 percent of his income to Christian 

causes and missions. He established a foundation to fund 

Christian ministries and a university in Texas.  LeTourneau 

traveled the world telling of his conversion and his life under 

God‟s guidance. “My life,” he testified, “has been a miracle of 

God‟s grace. 

Pumpkin people 

 

 
 

How is being a Christian like being a pumpkin? 

God sees us, picks us out of the dirt, cleans us off, takes the 

yucky material out of us by forgiving us, puts a smile on our 

faces and places a shining light within us for others to see. 

Jesus said:  “Let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven” (Matthew 5:16, NRSV) 
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Bible Quiz 

Which of the following statements impressed Martin Luther, a 

leader of the Reformation?  

 

A. “I am not ashamed of my good works.” 

B. “I am not a shamed of the laws of Moses.” 

C. “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 

D. “I am not ashamed of my God.” 

 

(The correct answer is in Romans 1:16.) 

 
Answer C 

 

 

 

What now? 

 

God: “Whew! I just created a 24-hour period of alternating 

light and darkness on Earth.” 

Angel: “What are you going to do now?” 

God: “Call it a day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words count 

 

The six most important words in the English language are: “I 

admit I made a mistake.” 

 

The five most important words in the English language are: 

“You did a good job.”  

 

The four most important words in the English language are: 

“What is your opinion?”  

 

The three most important words in the English language are: 

“If you please.”  

 

The two most important words in the English language are: 

“Thank you.” 

 

The one most important word in the English language is: 

“We.” 

 

The least important word in the English language is: “I.” 

 

The two least important words in the English language are: “I 

can‟t!” 

 

The three least important words in the English language are: 

“You messed up!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for next issue:  

Information should be in the Church office by 
noon the15

th
 of the month. No additional 

notices will be given.  Publication is the first 
week of each month. 
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